Playing Rules for Caribbean Stud Poker

Caribbean Stud Poker is a multi-player game in which each player is playing against the dealer (casino) and not against the other participants at the table.  In this computer version, it is only a one  player game.  Initially, the player must purchase chips from the dealer.  This is done by clicking the BUY CHIPS button.  Each time the button is clicked, twenty dollars it added to the player’s bankroll and the total amount is displayed in the box above the button.

Next, the player must put up an ante – an initial amount of money required to play the game.  The ante can be as little as five dollars.  Each time the ANTE button is clicked, the amount of the ante is incremented by five dollars, and the player’s bankroll is decremented by five dollars.

Now, the cards are dealt by clicking the DEAL button.  The player’s cards are dealt face up so that he can see his entire hand.  In a real casino, only the player sees his hand, not the other players, and not the dealer. His cards are also in sorted order for easy reading.  The dealer’s cards are dealt with four of them face down and the fifth face up – not in sorted order.

The player must now decide if his hand has the potential to beat the dealer’s hand following the standard rules of five card poker.  After deciding, he must either fold or bet.  This is done either by  clicking the FOLD button or by clicking the BET-STAY button.  In either case, the game ends.  

Case 1: the player folds: If the player folds, he loses his ante.  

Case 2: the player bets:  If the dealer does not have at least an ace and a king or higher, the dealer folds and pays the player an amount equal to the ante.  Nothing is paid on the bet.  If the dealer does have an ace and a king or higher then the hands are compared and the higher hand wins.  If the dealer wins, the player loses his ante and his bet.  If the player wins, he is paid an amount equal to his ante plus a multiple of his bet, that multiple depending on the strength of his hand.

Regardless of which button the player clicks (FOLD or BET-STAY), a message is displayed indicating the outcome of the game.  Clicking on the OK of the message box will clear the cards from the table, update the player’s bankroll and a new game can begin.

When the player no longer wants to play, he takes his chips to the cashier to convert to cash.  This is done by clicking the CASHOUT button.

The payoff odds (paid on the bet) are based on the strength of the hand and are generally displayed on the table.  

