Stonehill College recently established a direct relationship with Royal Hollow, part of the University of London system.  Located just 19 miles outside of central London in Surrey, Royal Hollow offers a friendly and welcoming campus with easy access to London by frequent and direct trains.   
ACADEMICS
Students at Royal Holloway are expected to enroll in the normal course load of four courses per semester, or 30 ECTS.  Students can apply for courses in up to three academic departments, subject to course availability.  Courses that students select from the list on the Visiting Students Application Form are requested courses only, with final course selections to take place upon arrival at Royal Holloway.  Many courses have prerequisite requirements that are listed on the Departmental Course Options website. The most up to date course descriptions and timetables can be found on Royal Holloway’s website:

http://www.rhul.ac.uk/international/Future-students/Programmes-and-applying/Study-abroad-and-exchanges/Departmental-course-options/index.htm
HOUSING AND MEALS
The International Office at Royal Holloway will secure accommodations in one of Royal Holloway’s residence halls.  Stonehill students with live with both British and other visiting students.  The residence halls are fully networked, single occupancy study bedrooms with private bathroom facilities.  The halls are self-catering, meaning there is a shared kitchen for students to cook their own meals.  Each kitchen is fully equipped and students will have easy access to a grocery store.  Additionally, there are several dining halls and cafeterias on-campus, which students have access to at a reasonable cost.    
PROGRAM DATES

The academic calendar at Royal Holloway is similar to the U.S. academic calendar and can be found on Royal Holloway’s website:

http://www.rhul.ac.uk/College-Profile/calendar.html
The second (spring) semester at Royal Holloway includes a   four week semester break and therefore, students remain at Royal Holloway until mid-June.
APPLICATION AND ADMISSION PROCEDURES

Prior to applying to Royal Holloway, Stonehill students must first complete Stonehill’s online application.  Upon approval by the Office of International Programs, students will complete Royal Holloway’s online application and submit all supplemental materials directly to Royal Holloway by the deadlines posted on their website.
http://www.rhul.ac.uk/international/Future-students/Programmes-and-applying/Study-abroad-and-exchanges/Study-abroad/Applying.htm
Minimum GPA Requirement: 3.0 at the time of application.
ROYAL HOLLOWAY STAFF

Royal Hollow has a full-time Study Abroad staff to support and assist Stonehill students.  The Study Abroad staff will arrange for airport pick-up upon arrival from the U.S., secure housing accommodations, provide guidance on cultural activities and assist with general adjustment to British culture.  In addition to having an advisor within your academic department, Royal Holloway offers a full range of student advising and support services, such as Counseling Services, Health Services, Disability Support and social activities.  

http://www.rhul.ac.uk/international/Future-students/Programmes-and-applying/Study-abroad-and-exchanges/Study-abroad/Support.htm
TRAVEL AND ARRIVAL
Stonehill students are responsible for booking and paying for their round-trip flight to England.  Students should plan to arrive at London Heathrow Airport on the date and time established by Stonehill College and Royal Holloway.  Ground transportation to Royal Holloway will be provided to those students who arrive at London Heathrow Airport on the date and time previously established.  Students arriving at other times are responsible for their own travel to Royal Holloway.  
http://www.rhul.ac.uk/international/Future-students/After-Applying/Pre-departure-advice/index.htm
IMMIGRATION
Students who will be studying at Royal Holloway for a semester generally apply for a Student Visitor Visa.  This visa allows you to study and remain in the United Kingdom for up to 6 months.  With this visa you cannot, however, participate in an internship, work or volunteer while in the UK.  There is no fee for this visa and you will apply for it and present paperwork upon entry into the United Kingdom (it is important to note that you cannot travel to the UK through the Republic of Ireland).   Once you arrive in the UK, in order to receive your Student Visitor Visa, you will need to show immigration authorities the following documentation:

· Passport (valid for six months after  the end of your program)

· Proof of a return flight out of the UK

· Visa letter from Stonehill College

· Acceptance letter from Royal Holloway

Following a review of your documents, the immigration official with stamp your passport with a valid Student Visitor stamp.

http://www.rhul.ac.uk/international/Future-students/After-Applying/Pre-departure-advice/Arriving-in-the-UK.htm
It is important to remember that immigration regulations are subject to change and it is the responsibility of the student to be aware the latest information.  The most up to date information can be found on the UK Border Agency website: http://www.bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/studyingintheuk/
RESOURCES FOR U.S. STUDENTS

Students and their parents are strongly encouraged to become familiar with Royal Holloway’s study abroad  program, as well as all policies and procedures.  This information can be accessed on Royal Holloway’s website.
http://www.rhul.ac.uk/international/Future-students/Programmes-and-applying/Study-abroad-and-exchanges/Study-abroad/index.htm
STONEHILL OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS 
Students interested in applying to Royal Holloway should make an appointment to meet with a staff member of International Programs.  Please call 508-565-1645 to schedule an appointment.  
