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TIPS & INSTRUCTIONS FOR COLLECTING TRIP SPONSORSHIPS
~ Every student going on a H.O.P.E. trip is responsible for helping defray the cost of travel and other program expenses. The total operating cost of the H.O.P.E. program is approximately $170,000 for all domestic and international trips. Stonehill staff and administration work to bring in gifts and grants throughout the year to help reduce the cost to students, and this year is no exception – with $100,000 already secured to cover H.O.P.E. expenses. However, this still leaves the programming running at a deficit, and we feel it is a crucial part of your H.O.P.E. journey to participate in fundraising efforts to support a portion of the cost if your trip. 

We recognize that asking people to sponsor your travel experience can be uncomfortable and intimidating, but remember that it’s really about including the people in your life in this incredible experience. This may be the most money you have ever attempted to raise and you may feel [image: Close]unsure about whether you are able to do it. Remember that there are many people who if asked, will support you and that every gift of any amount helps. The sooner you begin your efforts to garner trip sponsorships, the less it will feel like a burden throughout the next few months. ~

Who should I reach out to?
Everyone! You will be surprised how many people want to share this journey with you. Give them the chance to. Here are some examples of people who will want to be a part of your trip:

· 
· Family
· Friends of yours and your family
· Neighbors
· Co-Workers


· Members of your congregation
· High school teachers and administrators
· Sports coaches
· Local businesses and organizations
· Your doctor, dentist, hair dresser, etc
How do I reach out?
Letters and Emails: On the back of this page, you’ll find a sample letter that you can send out by mail or email. We will email this letter to you so that you can personalize it and send it out to as many people as you want.

Facebook: Post information about you trip to your Facebook page and share with them the Facebook page for your H.O.P.E. group. Send a Facebook message to your friends letting them know how they can donate.

How can my friends & family sponsor my trip?
When soliciting family and friends for trip sponsorships, you should encourage them to pay by check—asking them to make checks payable to Stonehill College and denote HOPE/Your Site/Your Name in the memo line. Trips sponsors can also pay by cash if they prefer. We will provide you with a spreadsheet for you to keep track of all persons who sponsor your trip. Please collect all checks and cash, fill out your trip sponsorship spreadsheet, and bring everything to Joe Miller in the Campus Ministry Office in an envelope with your name on it. 

When are donations due?
You will have until February 24th to pay the balance of your trip with sponsorships from friends and family, or with your own funds. Please note, any money you collect from others cannot be counted as a charitable deduction because your sponsors are supporting you as an individual. If your trip sponsors have any questions about the IRS tax laws governing charitable deductions, please refer them to Joe Miller at (508) 565-1487 or jmiller1@stonehill.edu. 
Sample Letter / Email Language
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honoring our neighbororganizing for justicepracticing peaceencountering God


Dear ______,

The week of March 12-16 is Stonehill College’s 2012 Spring Break. Instead of going home or on a vacation, I have decided to participate in Stonehill’s alternative Spring Break program, H.O.P.E. (Honoring our neighbor, Organizing for justice, Practicing peace, and Encountering God). I will be traveling to <YOUR SITE HERE> with a team of other Stonehill College students and staff leaders. 

To prepare for this experience, our team will be meeting weekly throughout the academic year to learn important background information related to the issues that we will be witnessing firsthand while we’re on the trip. 

I’m sharing this with you because this experience is very important to me. Those who have participated previously have had life-changing and life-defining experiences. Part of our team’s collective responsibility is to include others in our experience, before and after the trip. I’m writing to invite you to be a part of this journey with me. I’m writing to ask you for your prayers and thoughts about this experience, and if possible, your financial assistance. 

Every student going on a H.O.P.E. trip is responsible for helping to defray the cost of our travel and to support the site we will be visiting. Any contribution that you are willing to make in support of my trip is greatly appreciated, and I hope you will agree that it will be money well spent. If you can make a contribution to my trip, please make checks payable to Stonehill College and denote HOPE/<YOUR SITE HERE> /<YOUR NAME> in the memo line. Please mail checks to my attention at: 
<YOUR NAME >
Stonehill College 
320 Washington Street, Box # <YOUR CAMPUS ADDRESS>
Easton, MA 02357

(Commuters should use their home address)

I’ll be carrying with me throughout this experience all of the people who have been a source of support and wisdom in my life. Please know that you will be with me on this journey, and I look forward to sharing stories with you of what I learn throughout the experience, and hearing your perspective as well. Thank you for whatever support you might be able to offer, and I look forward to continuing this conversation with you.

Sincerely,
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