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Course Template: 		ETHICS: INDIVIDUAL, SOCIETY, STATE 
Course Theme: 		THE ETHICS OF GLOBALIZATION

Prof. Claus Dierksmeier / Duffy Bdlg. / #1248 / clausdierksmeier@yahoo.de

	It is my goals to create classroom environments that are welcoming to all students.  Part of that goal means providing reasonable accommodations to students with disabilities.  If you require accommodations for this class, please contact the Center for Academic Achievement, located in Duffy 109, during the first two weeks of the semester. 

	

	I do not restrict my approachability to my office hours. Whenever I am on campus, I am happy to be there for you. Questions of a general nature, please ask in class so that other students may benefit from my answers, too. For personal assessments, etc. contact me after class, or in my office.



Course Rationale
All individuals encounter different ethical obligations according to the social context they find themselves in. There are sets of duties specific to the relation individuals have to themselves, to others, to societal groups such as  family, friends and associations, towards and within the state, and, last but not least, to humanity. Philosophers have always tried to investigate the nature of these respective obligations and to formulate ethical postulates accordingly. The contemporary discussion of ethics relies on the arguments unfolded within the philosophical tradition so far. 

To ethics, circumstances matter --- in the very least for the application of our moral codes. When, however, novel problems demand solutions beyond the capacity of hitherto practiced morals, the ethical principles of the past come into question. That is why this course focuses strongly on the issue of globalization, as it brings the conventional understandings of ethical obligations towards individuals, society, and the state under pressure. 

Today, we are living in an ever more globalized world. Individual as well as social processes of moral orientation can no longer succeed that disregard the highly interdependent character of our contemporary life situation. An ethics that aims to be equal to the complexity of the global arena, providing consistent guidance in situations beyond the scope of national legislation and traditional customs, successfully dealing with the many conflicting moral, cultural, and religious norms that surround us today, and motivating the individual to empathetic and conscientious participation in its life world, must reflect therefore on the ethical impact of globalization. 

In class, students will be introduced to major trends in contemporary ethics in order to learn to think critically about the very codes of conduct they grew up with. Through literature investigating the downside of economic globalization – its environmental, social, and human rights problems – the students will learn to question their own value systems and to transcend conventional moral conceptions. Ultimately, the students will be encouraged to participate in the search for an ethics that will better the future for all humanity.


Course Survey 

Intro. Introduction into the history of global thinking (from antique and medieval universalism to modern and postmodern cosmopolitanism.)

Globalization and its Discontents. The difference between the idea and reality of globalization. The role of the US. Environmental and social problems. The cultural and religious opposition.

Philosophical Ethics. A survey on ethical theories to assess socio-economic and political structures in intercultural contexts. A discussion of the contributions to global ethics by utilitarianism, social contract theory, theological/teleological concepts, and deontology.

The Ethics of Global Freedom. Different conceptions of freedom and their consequences for global economic and political action. Sustainability and freedom; qualitative versus quantitative freedom. The role of the UN. World-Government versus Global Governance.


	This course is constantly being retooled. Therefore, the syllabus is only tentative and subject to revision. The final dates for assignments, etc. will be discussed in class. As of now, this is the plan for our semester:  Weeks 1-3, Stiglitz (first exam); Weeks 4-5, Singer; Weeks 5-7, Sen (second exam); Week, 8, Freedom and the UN; Weeks 9-13, Ethical Audits.






Assignments
Before the course, the students will read Joseph Stiglitz: Make Globalization Work; a book that introduces into the subject matter. An exam about this book will be written.

During the course, the students will study and discuss two further books: Peter Singer: One World and Amarty Sen: Development as Freedom (listed below in the literature list). In addition, each student will write an ethical audit on the global policies of one NGO. (A brief on how to write the ethical audit is attached, and the assignment will be discussed several times during the course.)

The course proceeds along the thematic lines sketched above. Student presentations will inform the sections “Globalization and Its Discontents” and “The Ethics of Global Freedom”. Classroom discussion will be prepared by student homework, i.e. for each class the students write a reconstruction of the argumentation of the assigned readings. This policy requires students to acquire, and to reflect upon, the requisite knowledge to debate ethical problems of globalization in an informed manner so as to participate in the research on solutions for global problems. 




Grading 
There will be three in-class exams, and a grade for the ethical audit; each equal to 25% of the overall student grade. 
Watch out: If you do not show up for any of the exams or presentations, you will have to meet with your professor one-on-one for an oral examination. There will be no other “make-up” options for failed exams.
It is your responsibility – not your professor’s – to make sure that you are informed when the tests are written and what they are about. Should you miss a class, make sure you contact peers to find out what we dealt with in class, or whether info has been given out about the upcoming test. If you miss the test (for whatever reason) you will have to schedule an oral exam with your professor. This will contain an open examination about the course materials taught so far, and thus likely be more difficult for you than the written test. So, better make sure you’re always informed about what goes on.
Once more, it is your responsibility to make sure you succeed. Be active in pursuing that goal. Converse with your fellow students how to work better and more effectively for the course. Address study problems early on in class so I can help you with your concerns, --- and so that other students can also profit from your my answers to your questions. If you feel overwhelmed with either the subject matter or the style the course is taught in, let me know! 

Course Objectives and Requirements 
This course wants to facilitate your ability for Critical Thinking and Moral Reasoning. It is not about storing up historical information about moral philosophies etc., but will try to help you develop capacities for argued judgments on ethical affairs. “Critical Thinking” is nothing that your professor can provide you with so that you would just have to learn ‘it’ by rote, and then regurgitate. Instead, it means a skill acquired only over time, through hard work, and constant trial and error. It is like in sports: Your coach can show you ‘how to’, but he cannot go for you on the field.
So, do not wait to be ‘taught’ but be prepared to engage yourself in the classroom discussion right from the beginning. This is the only way to master what this class is about. If you do not train your argumentative skills in class you will have considerable problems with the assignments. Should you feel inhibited of speaking up (e.g., because you are shy), start immediately trying to overcome it. The earlier, the better, for the later you try, the more difficult it will be. For instance, volunteer as often as possible for the ‘sum up’-sessions in each class so as to gain confidence with topics you easily can prepare for at home. 
Most classes are geared to a certain chapter in our readings. Preparing for class, however, does not simply mean to read once through that chapter. You need to read and study the chapter several times! Over and beyond the summary that you are to write each time, you need to discuss the text with yourself (or better: also with classmates), so you will be equipped to speak your mind in class. You are asked to prepare the text so as to be able answer questions about it and to comment on it based upon your own thoughts. It is therefore much advisable to build small work groups with peers from your course to constantly drill yourself to transform what you learned so far into something that you are able to express verbally. For this is the very skill you need for the written assignments, too.
Solid preparation and active participation in class are very important.  It does not make any sense to come to class without being prepared and without having done your homework. You will not learn anything by just sitting there (even if you listen carefully.) This class is not a lecture but a cooperative endeavor between you and your professor.   
Part of the grade for your written work is its accuracy in terms of orthography and grammar, i.e. it must conform to the standards of formal English. It is one thing to say something casually in class and quite another to write a scientific paper. Among other things, that means that your texts must be in accordance with accepted rules of usage, grammar, and citation.  For example, you should not use contractions, all your sentences should be complete, and informal expressions (slang and colloquialisms) should not be used at all. Moreover, do not say "I feel ..." if you mean "I think ...", do not write “he believes…”, when the correct rendition would be “the author argues…”. As for writing techniques, our College has hired professors and students that assist you in this. Consult them at the Writing Program! – Also, use a readable handwriting in your exams, if you do not want to be graded down. 

Who should not take this course? ---- A forewarning to my students…

Do not take this course, if you are lazy. You have to read far more than 1500 pages, and many of the chapters are so difficult you need to read them several times. In addition, you have to do a written homework of considerable length for each class. Moreover, throughout the entire semester the ethical audit you are to write will force you to spend many hours of research in the library.

Do not take this course, if you don’t like abstract thinking. This course doesn’t give you handy knowledge that you can safely carry home or “apply”. Although constantly exerting and challenging intellectually, this class will leave you without anything that has direct monetary value. This course is more about making you see problems, rather than providing facile solutions; the class is about changing our approach to life, not about ways to make a living.

Do not take this course, if you don’t want to question your values. In this class, you will hear a lot of inconvenient truths. Your faith will be bracketed, your patriotism and lifestyle questioned, and your political orientation may at times be thrown off balance. You will hear many unfamiliar and unsettling views, and nothing much to reassure you about the customary American way of life. Especially, this course will present you with outside perspectives on the US that do not conform to the rules of bi-partisan pseudo-neutrality that you know from TV.

Do not take this course, if you are in it for the grade. Your chances to get a good grade with strategies that worked well for you in high-school (such as mindless regurgitation of data) are dim. If you feel all you have to do is “show up”, write down stuff and memorize it, then briefly perk up for the exams, but otherwise want to maintain a customer-attitude towards education, then you are in for a disappointing experience – and for a pretty low grade, too. Only if you bring a true interest to the table, if you are willing to challenge your worldview and to let go of the conventional wisdom you grew up with, only if you honestly work hard on texts that are extremely challenging and accessible only through repeated, sustained study, only then you will find this course rewarding.

So, everyone, please drop this course if any one of the above qualifications applies to you – and also if you have just the slightest inkling that they might. There’s nothing to be ashamed of about this step, and it’s far better to opt out now than to sit through the course and hate everything about it for months. All the students in the past, who were too lazy even to make the effort to change or drop the course, have bitterly regretted it! So, don’t to this to yourself – nor to me. This course only works if you’re 100% convinced that this kind of course is what you want. It functions only with committed students. Otherwise it will be a frustrating experience for all involved. Once again, please drop this course if what you’ve read so far is not your cup of tea! And don’t you say I didn’t warn you…

Please do take this course, however, if you have a genuine interest in learning, an unquenchable thirst for understanding the world you live in, a compassionate interest in the well-being of others, and a desire for more global justice. If you believe in the power of ideas to change the world and wish to improve yourself by education, then this is exactly the right course for you.

How to write the “Ethical Audit” on an NGO
Fall 2009

These remarks cannot replace the discussions we had in class about the audit; they are just a reminder. If you missed these classes, get the notes from a fellow student, compare them with this handout, and – after having worked through either – ask me, please, about remaining questions. Preferably ask in class, though, because your questions might be just the same as those of other students. Hence everyone might benefit from my response.



What to focus on?
You are not to show your capacity of storing up lots of info but to engage in critical thinking. So, making a meaningful selection of pertinent issues is part of your task! Think of the impossibility to compete with ‘real’ ethical audits that normally, if comprehensive, contain many hundred pages. You, however, are limited to much less! Therefore, pick your battles wisely. Generally, it is a good idea to reflect upon what you deem as the NGO’s core competence – and then see whether or not its policies truly mesh with it. Also, look at their explicit mission statement and codes of conduct and then investigate whether they follow through on it in their everyday policies? 
It may also help to infer judgments from indirectly pertinent data: for example, assess whether they take stakeholder-dialogues seriously (and how they go about it) – and ask yourself what that tells you about how serious they work at auditing and scrutinizing themselves. Fight the tendency to simply prefer hard data (quantifiable, well-documented) to soft data (qualitative statements, personal assessments). Remember that soft facts (e.g., descriptions about an organizational culture of trust and integrity) oftentimes play out more decisively than the most impressive rulebook that nobody takes notice. Yet be also aware: The ‘softer’ the facts, the more you have to invest to get them corroborated! Whereas for hard data you often will find verification or falsification rather easily through external auditors and watchdogs, for soft facts you have to look inside the NGO yourself. 


Once “inside”, what do you do?

Get in contact with “your” NGO early. Arrange for several visits. Find the most informative, competent, and approachable person and then keep in constant contact with them during our class. Try to design with them an audit format that is of strategic value to the NGO but also meets your research objective, which is mostly on their global policies and their contributions to “institutional overspill” (see below). Do they really accomplish what they set out do? How do they make the world better? Can their activities be scaled up, and how?


Focus on “ethical best practices” and “institutional over-spill”.
It is absolutely not the case that you are to look only for "the bad apples". An ethical audit means that you’re looking for the truth as objectively as possible, and that includes the good as well as the bad. When looking for the good, search for "ethical best practices" (not: ordinary “best practices”; do not confound the two!) Look for policies by which your NGO has brought forth a solution not only for something that concerned them but also, ideally, found a solution to an ethical problem overall, i.e. a solution that other groups and organizations could imitate, or a solution that created structures and entities that are capable of resolving similar problems henceforth (“institutional spill-over”). In a word, an "ethical best practice" is a way to deal with an ethical dilemma that has the potential, if universally applied, to move the world a step ahead. Ethical best practices are typically practices that are both viable from a business point of view (i.e. no significant waste of money or resources) AND establish better structures of global governance. An example: An NGO that helps the companies of a given industry find an intelligent way out of the “corporate isolation paradox” through setting up a sector-wide certification institution.

How to garner and corroborate information?
Just a quick trip to their website to paste/copy their self-assessment will, of course, not do. Why would I then give you several weeks time to prepare? (By the way, beware of cheating! Notice Dierksmeier’s First Law of the Internet: “If you can find it, I can find it, too.”) Your method is as important as your results. How you go about garnering and verifying your info is an essential part of what you are graded upon. Use your sources reflectively and critically; explain why and how you made use of them. Reflect about which other entities (media, NGO, accounting firms, political institutions, governmental agencies, unions, etc.) you approached in order to double-check the input you got from the NGO itself. Be thorough in your research but selective in your presentation, not vice versa. Second, try to find out whether the official image of the NGO (as represented on its website or by its high-ranking officers) is endorsed by the media, unions, federal agencies, watchdogs – and by ordinary employees. 
Start early!!! Some NGOs have poor communication skills when it comes to their own ethics, or they simply don’t have the resources for good PR. You might have to try many different ways to finally get through to someone who yields pertinent info. That may take time! Be inventive; don’t shy away from bothering people; use reference to our course to give your request clout (course title, name of professor, college, etc., for corroboration purposes on their part), especially if they try to send you away with standardized responses or simply refer you back to their website; be polite but insisting. 
Overcome obstacles (and document both these and your smart ways around them). General rule: At the top, they are more sensitive to such image-related issues as this than they are at the bottom of the corporate pyramid; so, don’t be afraid to aim high! It’s better to have your request handed down from the top (taking up the added weight of the top tier), than being blunted right away by officers on the lower rungs of the ladder. Don’t be frustrated, if eventually you do not get through to the Holy Grail. And why not also take a glance, too, at what the competitors and stakeholders of your NGO have to say!

How to present?
By the time of arranging your report, you are well versed in several ethical theories, educated in many problems of globalization ethics, and informed about some systemic problems of the market economy. Your presentation should display that knowledge and competence. It is imperative that your audience will understand why you arrived at certain conclusions, and how. There is no such thing as a perfect answer to the question which theories to apply in your case, which facts to consider more or less closely, which resources to draw upon. You are to make choices but you must make them transparent and intelligible to the reader.
Lead the audience; i.e. structure your presentation intelligently and explain its structure. Start with a brief intro where you say for what reasons you engaged in your specific topic, then outline the major steps of your work. Thereafter, while proceeding with your report step by step, make sure that your audience always ‘stays with you’. (Have friends over as a test-audience for the presentation.) Keep in mind that facts and assessments that over time have become very familiar to you are not equally familiar to your audience – so, do not forget to make their relevance and meaning transparent. Do not jump to conclusions, consider alternatives before you make your ultimate assessment but ultimately have faith in your own ethical intuition. 
Parse you knowledge so as to enable the intellectual participation of your audience. Do not try to ‘win’ the argument; pursue the truth. Formally that means, do not put the horse before the cart, that is, do not put your assessment before your arguments. Proceed from the analysis of facts through the application of ethical arguments towards to your final judgment. Whether you do that case-by-case, or by bringing together all the aspects into one single picture before you proceed to the theory application, is up to you; but it has to be decided according to the nature of your case: If the different issues you analyze show the same ethical handwriting it certainly makes sense to treat them together, if not, it doesn’t. 

And last but not least: Have fun! There’s a lot to learn here about “the real world”…




How to do the written “sum-up” of a chapter / text passage


You are NOT to …

· replace the assigned readings for your classmates;
· repeat everything that you read in the book;
· try to present everything you learned;
· use the same structure and language as the textbook;
· simply read off some bullet points;
· explain the obvious.

You are asked instead to…

· focus on the main argumentative points and flesh them out in full sentences;
· research the topics that you do not fully understand, especially by following up on the academic literature mentioned in the footnotes;
· alert your class about issues that are related to the contents of your chapter and pertinent to globalization ethics;
· look for contemporary relevance of what your chapter deals with;
· report in your own language and assess based upon your own understanding what the chapter teaches;
· prepare the class for a discussion of the most pertinent aspects of the chapter.


Literature list


I want my students to read as much possible for this course. For this reason, I encourage you to purchase many books. Most of these books below you’ll get reasonably priced at Amazon’s Second Hand Dealers, sometimes for less than one dollar. For second-hand books, no trees must die, and you save money.

Before going to amazon’s website, please consider doing it with a click from the WBUR/NPR website (National Public Radio, Boston). Every purchase that is so made generates a donation on part of amazon for NPR and thus helps pay for non-partisan and non-corporate news.

Throughout the course, I will often make reference to the socio-economic and politico-historical background of current US policies. Not always can we take the time in class to inform you about everything we are touching upon. Yet we do not wish you to accept facts / statements / evaluations simply upon our word. Instead, you should have access to info about these topics so as to be able to make up your own mind. Thus I compiled a list of books that are essential for understanding the current political discussion. Please consider buying and reading at least a few of them.

[bookmark: _Toc175465744]History 
Eric Foner: Voices of Freedom. A Documentary History, Vol. I / II
Howard Zinn: Peoples’ History of the United States. 
James Loewen: Lies my teacher told me. 
Peter Mansfield: A History of the Middle East. 
Greg Grandin: Empire’s Workshop. Latin America, The US and the Rise of the New Imperialism.
Lars Schoultz: Beneath the US. A history of US policy toward Latin America.

[bookmark: _Toc175465745]Culture 
Sam Pizzigatti: Greed and Good.
Edward S. Herman / Noam Chomsky: Manufacturing Consent. The Political Economy of Mass Media
Naomi Klein: No Logo. 
[bookmark: _Toc175465746]Joel Bakan: The Corporation 
[bookmark: _Toc175465747]Ted Nace: The Gangs of America
John Kenneth Galbraith: The Culture of Contentment 
George Lackoff: Whose Freedom? The Battle over Americas Most Important Idea.
Edward Bellarmy, Looking Backwards 


[bookmark: _Toc175465748]Globalization 
George Soros: On Globalization
Ziauddin Sardar and Meryl Win Davies: Why do People Hate America?
John Perkins: Confessions of an Economic Hitman
Cliff Ponting: A Green History of the World
[bookmark: _Toc175465749]Jeffrey Sachs: The End of Poverty


[bookmark: _Toc175465750]EU, US, and UN 
Timothy Garton Ash: Free World. America, Europe, and the surprising future of the West
T.R. Reid: The United States of Europe. The New Superpower and the End of American Supremacy
Jeremy Rifkin: The European Dream. How Europe’s Vision of the future is quietly eclipsing the American Dream
Mark Leonhard: Why Europe will run the 21st century
James Yunker: Rethinking World Government
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