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“Change the World?” Learning Community, Spring 2011
LC 225 Integrative Seminar

COMMUNITY-BASED LEARNING:  We believe you will LEARN more about environmental science and persuasive communication if you USE the knowledge in an integrated way to help one of the organizations listed below meet their goals.
Each of you will work at least 5 hours a week for ten weeks on one of these projects this semester (50 hours total).  A team of students will work for each organization, so you will have that support in your work as well as the support our whole LC will provide.  
In addition to your hours of productive work, you’ll write eight reflective essays and create two presentations.  

LIST OF ORGANIZATIONS and PROJECT ASSIGNMENTS.  

Organization: 
Stonehill College, Mission Division
Contact: Paul DaPonte, Vice President of Mission
Bridget Meigs (contact info tba)

This year, the Mission Division is launching The Farm At Stonehill, an organic farm to provide fresh produce to local food pantries and shelters. Bridget Meigs will begin work here on Feb 15th, and the goal is to plant this spring.

1. Marketing/Fundraising Team
(Morgan Buckley; Ariel Francisco; Brian Switzer)

· finding and cultivating sponsors for the Farm
· internal marketing (educating about the issues here on campus and recruiting volunteer labor for the Farm) 
· external marketing/collaborations (educating off-campus communities; connecting with potential clients in Brockton)

Ideally, members of the farm team will attend the North East Food & Justice Summit in Boston Feb 25-27 with Bridget. http://realfoodchallenge.org/nefoodjustice2011


2. Continuing the Sustainability Office initiative 
(Jessica Kilpatrick & Brandon Dunham)

Last semester, students proposed such an office within the Mission division to help the college lower our environmental footprint – and thus ensure that resources remain for others. Mission has agreed; students will assist Bridget in continued development of this initiative.




Organization: 
Green Education Foundation (GEF)
http://www.greeneducationfoundation.org/

Contact: Victoria Waters, CEO
153 Washington St, 4th floor
Walpole, MA 02032
508-668-2280
vwaters@greeneducationfoundation.org


“GEF is a non-profit organization that provides sustainability education resources to K-12 classrooms, youth groups and families nationwide. GEF believes that what is healthy for the environment is healthy for kids, empowering youth to learn and adopt lifelong habits of environmental stewardship. GEF couples standards-based curricula with active participation, acknowledging that children learn best through hands-on activities that enhance their critical thinking skills.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Students will leap right in the first week of February, contributing to the launch of National Green Week 2011. Ongoing work will include marketing GEF’s programs, with a primary focus on National Green Week.  Students will take part in e-mail marketing, social media marketing, and marketing research.  Students will work with the press, including print and broadcast media, online blogs, Facebook post and Twitter tweets.  They will market GEF programs to different associations including, the principals association, superintendents association, the department of energy, and the department of education.

Tuesday team: Pam Bardhi; Peter Caruso; Emily Kelly; Jaime McClain
Thursday team: Phil Lospinuso; Kemma Healey; Brittany Tedesco; Sam Connors


Organization:
Stony Brook Wildlife Sanctuary, Massachusetts Audubon, Norfolk, MA
http://www.massaudubon.org/Nature_Connection/Sanctuaries/Stony_Brook/index.php

Contact: Doug Williams, Sanctuary Director
108 North Street
Norfolk, MA 02056
508-528-3140 x125		dougwilliams@massaudubon.org

Students will work to increase the opportunities for nature experiences among various populations, including those for whom visiting the sanctuary is difficult due to distance and/or disability.  In consultation with the Carroll Center for the Blind (http://www.carroll.org/) students will seek to understand the needs and interests of such populations and design portable nature curriculum (Stony Brook in a Box?) accordingly.
Students will design and create curriculum, and market it at particular institutions (schools, nursing homes, etc) and in the public media. Fundraising (cultivating sponsors) for the program will also be a team effort.
This placement will be on Sundays, beginning Sunday 1/30/11. Doug works from 9 to 5, so students will be able to complete all five hours of work each week on that one day.

Team: Jenna Walz; Danny Padilla; Greg Syrek; Jermetrius Troy

Organization: Moosehill Audubon Sanctuary, Sharon MA
http://www.massaudubon.org/Nature_Connection/Sanctuaries/Moose_Hill/index.php

Contact: Christine Turnbull, Sanctuary Director
293 Moose Hill Street
Sharon, MA 02067
781-784-5691 
cturnbull@massaudubon.org

Three projects:

1. Summer Camp marketing (Lauren O’Halloran & Kaileen Dougherty)
Develop materials/ideas to market our camp and recruit campers for the upcoming season, including re-making our table display, posters, research ways to market from posters to fairs etc.  Materials would need to be computer generated, with graphics, photos etc.

2. Sustainable Design PR and education (Erin Kelly & Michelle Calabro)
We recently installed solar panels and incorporated some sustainable design concepts into our addition, plus we have done simple things to save energy.  Design ways to educate the public about our PV arrays and production, simple ways we are reducing energy that other people can do etc.  Could include display, pamphlet, web page data, educational materials.

3. Deer Impact on our property (Stephanie Wilson & Eric Schott)
We are going to begin talks and discussions about the severity of deer impact on our property.  Christine has lots of info on her computer – but need it to be summarized and cohesive, a powerpoint presentation set up, an outline (with detail) for a talk, consulting with other experts about the eastern MA deer herds, etc.  We would like to install deer exclosures – so research into these and possible funding sources for these would be included.

Organization: 
Friends of Borderland State Park
http://www.friendsofborderland.org/Home.html
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/borderland/index.htm

Contacts: 
Norma Urban, President  skutch@juno.com
Tom Williams, Tour Guide Director (esp. for history/mansion issues) the-williams@comcast.net

The Board of Directors meets the third Thursday of every month, 7 pm, at the Community Center in Sharon. Students are expected to report progress at these meetings.

Membership Drive (Paige Begley; Nate Green)
Research best practices/successful strategies for membership drives for similar organizations elsewhere. 
Design an effective membership drive – outreach (mass & targeted), PR materials, delivery methods, etc.
Develop a timeline and targets from this spring through next year.
Begin implementing the membership drive this semester.
