
 

 Retirees Hear Provostôs Update 

 
Provost Katie Conboy 

 

The Stonehill Retirees Association annual 

luncheon took place on a sunny day in mid-

May.  More than 60 retirees and their guests 

gathered in Alumni Hall to reconnect with 

each other over lunch and listen to an 

uplifting presentation by Katie Conboy, 

Provost and Vice President for Academic 

Affairs.  She shared her thoughts on how the 

College has grown in her 22 years here and 

highlights of the 2010-2015 Strategic Plan. 

A Mass celebrated by Fr. Genaro Aguilar, 

C.S.C., preceded the luncheon.   

After the Luncheon, many attendees went on 

a tour of the New Science Center.  From all 

accounts this was a wonderful afternoon and 

everyone is looking forward to next year.  

Sharon Doyle, the College's Gift Planning 

Officer, hosted the luncheon.  Thank you, 

Sharon! 

 

Welcome New Members! 

Please extend a warm welcome to our 

newest members: Helena Bairos, Craig 

Higgins, James Costa, Louis DiMarzo, John 

Amorim, Joyce Bonville, Robert Peabody, 

Francis Gendreau, Sandra Alley, William 

Lawson, Richard Shankar, Marilyn Reposa, 

Arthur Karlson, and Susan Marathas 

 

Meet the Advisory Committee 

 
Retirees Association Advisory Committee:  
Top row:  James Kenneally, Rose Hanley, 
Martha DiFabio, John Broderick; bottom row: 
Diana Rock, Elaine Melisi, Linda Sullivan, Louise 
Kenneally   
 

 

Stonehill Retirees Association Website:  

http://www.stonehill.edu/retirees.xml 
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Renewing Old Friendships 

 
Fr. Genaro Aguilar, C.S.C., former Chaplain to 
the Retirees Association, with Ann McGrath  
and Gilda Grosso 

 
Paul Gastonguay, Joe Melisi, Loretta Hurley, 
and Jim Sullivan 

 
Jean Carleton, Joe Skaff, and Joyce Barry 

 

   
    Ray Pepin          Paul Eaton      June Buckley 

 

 
Sheila Martin, Yvonne Gigliotti, Loretta Hurley, 
Martha DiFabio, Diana Rock , Joyce Barry,  
and Rose Hanley 
 

 

     
Dolores Shelley Grace Bjorklund DaphneTsiaras 
 
 
 

     
Jim Kenneally    Sr. Kate Gibney   Ben Mariante 
 

 
 

     
  Dave Bliss       Martha DiFabio    Ed Casieri 



SRA Enters Third Year

Weôre heading into our third year as an 

association, and we really are proud of what 

has been accomplished thus far.  Our second 

annual retireesô luncheon this past May was 

a great success, including time for people to 

arrive early, either to visit with old friends 

or to attend Mass in the chapel at Donahue.  

We were also treated to a great display put 

together by Nicole Tourangeau, the college 

archivist-and after lunch - tours of the new 

Science Building!  

The whole idea of a Retirees Association 

has been enthusiastically supported by Fran 

Dillonôs office, and weôre very grateful to 

him for helping create the association, and 

for the assistance of Sharon Doyle, our 

liaison in Franôs office.  Our committee 

members meet regularly throughout the 

year, and things really seem to have gotten 

moving for the organization. 

Annual Accomplishments 

At the luncheon I spent a few minutes 

describing what we had accomplished and 

noting some of our goals for the coming 

year.  We thought it might be of interest to 

all our members if we included those 

remarks in our first newsletter. We set up 

the organization, created the core advisory 

group, formulated a mission statement, 

approved a logo and created a letterhead.  

That made it all seem concrete. 

A questionnaire was formulated and sent out 

to retirees to gather information.  Now, as 

each person retires from Stonehill, he or she 

gets the questionnaire and an invitation to 

join the association right away. The 

luncheon last year was a great kickoff for 

the association, followed by our second 

annual luncheon. 

 Retirees were invited to the assembly 

welcoming Greg Mortenson, author of 

 

  
Elaine Melisi, Chair 

 

Three Cups of Tea, to campus, and to the 

special reception before his talk. The 

Stonehill Faculty Focus and the Stonehill 

Alumni Magazine may be sent to those 

retirees who want them.  Sharon Doyle is 

working on access for retirees to other on-

campus events, a number of employee 

benefits that are being extended to retirees 

through HR, and access to campus email for 

retirees. We have also received ID cards. 

Bringing Brown Bag Back 

Our first committee initiative was to revive 

the ñBrown Bagò luncheons we used to have 

at the Martin Institute.  Fran Dillon was the 

guest speaker for the first one, and the 

second, held in February, featured the Fine 

Arts  programs and faculty.  It was amazing 

to see how these programs have flourished 

and grown just in the four years since I 

retired!  

Our goal for the coming year is to maintain 

and expand our contacts with retirees and 

keep them connected with the college.  We 

want to provide information on campus 

events.  Strengthen the Impact, the co-

curricular events calendar publication, will 



help us get the word out on all the exciting 

things that happen every day on campus.  

We plan to continue the Brown Bag lunches 

as a socializing activity and as a means of 

providing information about whatôs 

happening on campus that retirees may not 

be aware of.  Weôre going to try to set up a 

few trips in the coming year and continue 

the annual luncheon. Our primary effort in 

maintaining contact and keeping our 

members connected will be the newsletter. 

Once you have read this first issue, please 

feel free to make suggestions.  

I really enjoyed working at Stonehill, and 

Iôm very happy now to be part of the 

Stonehill Retirees Association.  Itôs great to 

be in touch with whatôs going on at Stonehill 

and be able to take advantage of so much of 

it.  All the enjoyment of an exciting campus, 

and all the joy of retirement as well! 

Vendor Discounts for Retirees 

Stonehill College is pleased to announce that 

the following vendors have agreed to 

provide discounted rates for our retirees:  

¶ B.J.ôs Wholesale Club 

¶ Costco Wholesale Club 

¶ HarborOne Credit Union 

¶ Mass Buying Power 

¶ Tufts Health Plan  

¶ Liberty Mutual  

¶ Sullivan Tire and Auto Service 

¶ ADT Security Services  

¶ Stonehill Bookstore 

¶ Stonehill Theatre  

¶ Stonehill Athletics 
 

Get Monday Morning Update 

Monday Morning Update is a College news 

update published on Mondays. To receive 

via e-mail, contact Sharon Doyle at: 

sdoyle@stonehill.edu or 508-565-1344. 

Would You Like To Volunteer? 

Join the Stonehill students who volunteer in 

the community throughout the year by 

joining the Into the Streets program.  

Contact Maura Proulx Carpinello at:       

508-565-1220. 

 

 

Members Enjoy Newport Show 
 

 
Rosecliff Mansion, Newport 

The Retirees Association sponsored a trip to 

the Newport Flower Show at the Rosecliff 

Mansion on June 27. 2009.  A highlight was 

the Butterfly House, created exclusively for 

the Newport Flower Show. A walk through 

a gazebo filled with butterfly-friendly plants 

and thousands of indigenous butterflies, 

including monarchs, swallowtails and 

painted ladies, made a unique and colorful 

official entrance to the Newport Flower 

Show.  

 

After the show, the tour bus dropped the 

group off on downtown Newportôs 

waterfront for lunch.  The group found a 

wonderful restaurant with open windows 

and a perfect view.  The group then boarded 

the bus and was given a recorded tour of the 

various mansions and other historical 

buildings.  Thanks to Martha for organizing 

this wonderful trip. 

mailto:sdoyle@stonehill.edu


Retiring Icon Reflects on Career 

For 34 years, custodian Arthur Karlson has kept 

the Duffy Academic building immaculately clean 

while earning the affection of his co-workers 

who admire his professional dedication and 

warm, friendly personality. 

Before retiring on Friday, July 31, the 80-year-

old Karlson gave the hallways of Duffy one last 

sweep to the appreciation of people all across the 

campus. 

His boss, Bruce Boyer, director of facilities 

management, hails Karlson as a "Stonehill icon" 

who will be dearly missed. 

 

 
     Arthur Karlson Displays World Series Rings 

Two members of the Student Financial Services office, Rhonda Nickley and Jennifer Heine, think so 

highly of Karlson that they took him to W. B. Mason in Brockton so the lifelong Red Sox fan could see 

first-hand the team's 2004 and 2007 World Series trophies. 

"He's the glue that holds Duffy together. He knows everyone by name and is so caring, friendly and easy 

to talk to. Arthur takes such pride in his work as anyone who walks the halls of Duffy can tell. He's a joy 

to work with" said Rhonda Nickley who is sad to lose a great colleague. 

For the modest Karlson, working at Stonehill has been "quite an experience" and he says "I did whatever I 

could to help the students, faculty and staff with anything they needed." 

A Commencement Regular 

Since joining Stonehill in 1975, Karlson has made it his business to attend Commencement every year 

and his fondest memories are of that event. In particular, he enjoyed hearing Red Auerbach give the 

Commencement address in 1988. 

Blizzard Memories 

Much less enjoyable was Commencement 1985 when a surprise thunder storm drenched everyone and 

sent folks running from the Quad for shelter. He felt terrible for the students who had their ceremony 

ruined by the downpour. 

Karlson said he is sorry to be retiring but joked that he won't miss working when winter comes. During 

the Blizzard of '78, as he headed home after work, he got stranded at the on ramp to route 24, so he speaks 

from deep winter experience! 

Active Sox Fan 

Enjoying the Red Sox a little more is on his agenda now that his working days are over. "I'm 80 years-old 

now so I can't always stay up that late to watch the end of the games," jokes Karlson. "But, maybe now 

that I am retiring, I'll be able to stay up and watch the whole games." 

In 2004, staying awake was no problem as he saw the Red Sox end their 86-year dry spell by winning the 

World Series Championship for the first time since 1918. "I never thought I'd see them win one in my 

lifetime but then they went and won another one a few years later! "Aside from watching his beloved Red 

Sox, he plans on spending quality time with his son and grandchildren throughout his retirement. "My 

grandson will turn 17 on Friday," says a proud Karlson, who celebrated his 80th birthday in July.  



Stonehill Students Among Happiest in Nation  

The Princeton Review's 2010 edition of the "Best 371 Colleges" revealed that students are very 

happy at Stonehill as the College ranked seventh on its list of "Happiest Students." In addition, 

the school ranked in the top 20 of nine other categories, including "Most Beautiful Campus." 

 The book contains 62 total ranking lists which are based on surveys of 122,000 students (325 

per campus / average) at the 371 schools featured in the book during the 2008-09 and/or previous 

two school years. The 80-question survey asks students about their school's academics, 

administration, campus life, student body, and themselves. 

Accompanying Stonehill on the top ten "Happiest Students" list were Brown University, Yale 

University, Stanford University, Clemson University, Claremont McKenna College, Bowdoin 

College, Rice University, St. Mary's College of Maryland and Colorado College.  See full article 

at: http://www.stonehill.edu/x17929.xml  

Graduation Rate Well Above 

National Average 

Stonehillôs graduation rate is more than 30% 

higher than the national average, according 

to a recent survey of American colleges and 

universities.  In addition, the Collegeôs 85% 

completion rate tops a list of schools with a 

very competitive selectivity rating.  For 

Provost and Vice President for Academic 

Affairs Katie Conboy, the secret of our 

success is simple:  ñWe challenge our 

students, but we help them to meet the 

challenge.ò   

The report, entitled Diplomas and Dropouts: 

Which Colleges Actually Graduate Their 

Students (and Which Don't), was recently 

released by the American Enterprise 

Institute (AEI). It highlights the dramatic 

variation in completion rates across nearly 

1,400 colleges and universities. Selectivity 

ratings for each school, ranging from non-

competitive to most competitive, were based 

on Barron's Profiles of American Colleges.  

 

Welcome Class of 2013! 
 

 
 

During June, the College welcomed 660 

students from the Class of 2013 at Summer 

Orientation. 

 

Strengthen the Impact 

Strengthen the Impact  is a co-curricular 

events calendar publication.  Take advantage 

of the many events and activities going on 

throughout the year. There will be a link to 

this publication on the Stonehill Retirees 

Association website:  

 

http://www.stonehill.edu/retirees.xml 
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Join the Stonehill Book Club 

Six informal discussion groups are being formed for the Fall Semester.  Group leaders will 

encourage Club members to share insights, comments, and questions about each bookôs 

theme, characters, narrative style, and technique.  There is a $25 membership fee for each 

group.  You are welcome to join more than one group, if you wish.  Enrollment is limited, so 

you are encouraged to submit your registration as soon as possible.  For more information, 

call:  508-565-1966 or send an email to Pat Brinegar at pbrinegar@stonehill.edu.  

 

Science Students on the Rise 

 
By Vicki -Ann Downing 

The Brockton Enterprise 

The number of students studying science at Stonehill College increased 8 percent, to more than 

one fifth of the total enrollment, with the College's decision to "focus on the sciences" and build 

a new facility, said College President, Mark Cregan,.  

At almost 90,000 square feet, the new science center, which will be dedicated this fall, houses 

the biology, chemistry, physics and psychology departments with classrooms, laboratories and 

faculty offices. 

It is the "first true science center built in our history," said Cregan. The Merkert-Tracey Science 

Center was an academic building expanded and converted to the sciences in the 1970ôs, Cregan 

noted. 

With the expanded focus on science, Stonehill is offering students a partnership with Notre 

Dame University. Students can study mathematics or physics for three years at Stonehill, then go 

on to earn a bachelor's degree in engineering through a two-year program at Notre Dame. 

The new science center was part of the college's 2006-2010 strategic plan. To prepare for it, the 

college had already grown its science faculty and faculty-student research. Construction began 

before the economic downturn last fall. 

Cregan said the cost of the science center was about $150 per square foot less than expected. The 

project, budgeted at $34 million, cost about $33 million. 

mailto:pbrinegar@stonehill.edu


Grads Serve in India 
 

 
Fr. Paul Pudussery and our graduates  
at Holy Cross School, Agartala, India 

 

Five members of Stonehillôs Class of 2009 

have travelled to Agartala, in Tripura state 

near Bangladesh, for an 11-month service 

opportunity called ñExpansion India.ò The 

Stonehill graduates are teaching English at 

Holy Cross School, which educates 3,500 

students in kindergarten through Grade 12.  

The new university will be located on the 

Holy Cross School campus. 

 

More than 5,000 books gathered on campus 

are on their way to India where they will 

serve a new university being established by 

the Congregation of Holy Cross. Students, 

faculty, staff and religious responded to a 

request from Fr. Paul Pudussery, C.S.C., 

who is leading the initiative to create the 

new university in Agartala, northeast India.  

 

Several Holy Cross Fathers made 

contributions from their own book shelves. 

Among them was Counselor to the President 

Fr. Robert Kruse, C.S.C. who commented: 

"It is satisfying to know that books I am no 

longer using would be put to good use half-

way around the globe." View article at: 

http://www.stonehill.edu/x17917.xml 

 

 

Commencement  Held in May 

 

Stonehill held its 58th Commencement in 

the College's Sally Blair Ames Sports 

Complex on Sunday, May 17. The 568 

graduates listened closely to several 

inspiring speeches and watched as four 

highly-regarded individuals accepted 

honorary degrees before receiving their own 

degrees. President Mark Cregan, C.S.C. '78 

presented honorary degrees to 

Commencement Speaker M. Elizabeth Fini 

'76 (Doctor of Science), Fall River Bishop 

George Coleman (Doctor of Humane 

Letters), business man and philanthropist 

John Shaughnessy, Sr. (Doctor of Business 

Administration) and University of Villanova 

English Professor Robert Wilkinson '52. 

(Doctor of Literature).  

 

The Stonehill Retirees Association 

publishes the Newsletter for its members. 

Sharon Doyle, from the Advancement Office, 

is staff liaison to the Association. Linda 

Sullivan is Editor of the Newsletter. 

 

Send address changes and suggested news 

items or activities to: 

Sharon Doyle 

Advancement Office 

Stonehill College 

320 Washington Street 

Easton, MA 02357 

Email:  sdoyle@stonehill.edu 
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